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The following interestin
> s a :
the Quincy Ju.dml_al District.g i:c?um of the Judges who h
gincy. To his kindness i : from the pen of ave presided i
4 for othe 1e88 1n permitting its publi Gen. John Til| =
an ther material assistance in f publication in the pre son, of
the early history of the city and count urnishing informatiog
I‘he Ad‘ams county bench and b y’ha'clm‘:“’."le‘igmemtis hereb
rominence in the legal traditions of ar have alike sustained o
gfty years ago. s of Illinois since the county ;- sy
an 1
1 uf't;cl,irca. score or more of years subsequent to 1 Xl
11:f1_ I:h A Bl{['a_?pgmtlon of capacity, acquirement 825 the bar stood prominent
Oh Iﬁ' Military Tra.ct B “that Poxbion of i émd snccess. [t was the bar
t lf' - 11;10]8 and Mississippi rivers and south ef tate comprehended between
whic . ad been reserved by the general ove0 s
Eardo ”1812, and thus acquired the nameg of :"n];iﬂfi{‘t for the soldiers of the
ands. The sisvatdabie: oot ilitary Tract” or “Bounty
claimants to theie lande sniortha govemgmer;?tm the collision between the
tax title opened at once an arena for the d ;;atent e
highest grade and need of legal talent s
L:nd law demands for its comprehension and practi
capacity and more devoted learning than an thp § o i petonn
fession. Here it was cultivated. Here 1 3’_0 e A L
and strove. Here and by them erehea g L e e
and herefrom the great lawyers gereh ol e o
mteBpi- A o yers made their periodical tours throughout the
= vhere their names were as familiar as home words—in attendance
glrllccesesseml-a}mulail cirenits of the court. Their attainments, prestige and
e amz.]r]e a fres ex‘lt;stmg' remembrance to many, especially as there are
o us a number of noted Nestors of the bar, with the proud record

of between forty and fifty years of practice, and to whose names have been

attached public distinctions additional to their forensic fame.
_Of the bench, however, though equally entitled to remem
special knowledge has been preserved. Of the eleven judges who
presided over the Adams county circuit since 1825 the writer reme
all, and has been personaly acquainted with all except the
proposed to give of them a skeleton sketch, with the regret that want of
space precludes a more ample delineation of their careers i
John Yorcke Sawyer, the first cirenit judge, was a n
His name appears enrolled as a lawyer December 7, 1820. As a lawyer he
must have achieved a good reputation to have secure
‘judge at a time when New England men were popularly at a

relating to

brance, less

have
mbers

first, and it 18

and characteristics.
ative of Vermont.

d the appointment ?f
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he sustained an excellent Teputatioy, ]
Illinois. On tlée vgzgcgetter educated than the majority T i
an

of aw

= - Yerg
d ability, inted at the session of 1824-25 anq two yeat T8 o
time. tlge L o i by the law of 736-7, which repealeq y. m:cll?ff
legislated o

judges circuit
4 em and threw upon the supreme judges ¢ court duty

t rt was held in July, 1825, i the 6.4
8ys J ud‘.g;‘%r %?::.ﬁe?e?;:f gguFrOnt street, near the foot of Vemfg;:(‘l‘lmze
cabin of 1

f the three cabins then COmposiy thig
being selected as the Ollllillfc’hfg:f 2 This session was but forma], andgt%mﬁmy
where there were n}? ccoul‘t was held on the 31st of October followi;at
business term Of,]’]; ge most remembered for his remarkable size. 5 Wg.
Judge Sawyer wi weighing well up to 400 pounds. Our Mmassiye Senatoi
really a monster, sat all day in his shade, while to balance the family g "
Davis could have ietor of a nice little wife who had harq work tg sen

tance he was the proprieto d d
8 .

et ounds. ) i )
i ﬂ};[e Scali 32’ l;";'ol{y I1):|al:ure, as most fat mgn l?}'e, 3Ddu1:{:;§ag§mal trait,

e was bity and acquirements, made m po]3‘ n ,feﬁppcte 3
added to his pro y e [is wit was proverbial, Madam, 8aid he
during his two y earsd] Aoy your cows of different colors?” « Yes,»
to an.old %mn?gelanot a’ejxrr’l black, and red, and white and spotted.’:’ “«y
:ﬁld ?f': 80 ’:V;:ays tghe roguish judge; “ your butter fpeck}‘eg that ;‘ay..

o e : d_the practice of his professiop at
he bench he resume . .
Van(i%ﬂ::,r éﬁ:?l?gl tState capital, and died Marcg 13, 1836, being at the time
i t the Vandalia Adwocate. 3 ,
ed1t0£[g was succeeded by one of the supreme judges whose name standg
recorded as the first licensed lawyer in Illmms,tM:i.yéql_ét, 11'8315'3]{ e oy
: ho was born in central New k, L1l
nois iS[? ?;Ieé D ét:g]g;];;v (f)i(;gi; :t fi;kaekia, and finally settled in .]T] acl;sonz]lp,
; i i i i tired from the bench in
ade that place his residence until after being re _ :
1848, he re}r)noved to Batavia, in Kane county, where he died about six years
since. : ; :
He had an excellent education, a very refined mind, studlllous habits,
and proverbiai purity of character. Llftedh early ]lf_ life to the gup;segg_
bench, he honored the ermine as few others have. 18 appearance w -
propriate and imposing—white-haired while yet young, of gracetul form,
dignified and courteous in demeanor, he was a model Jurist, and if not po]i-
sessing the higher native intellect of some who graced the supreme benc 1,
in the aggregate of qualification he was unexcelled. No public man of Ili.

te it

y
hig

T w
ag
%ul't

clothed with as much of general confidence and respect. [t might be said
of him, as Danie] Webster said of Chief Justice Jay, that when the spot-

less ermine of the judicial robe fell on him it touched nothing less spotless
than itself,

Judge Lockwood’s political connections were with the Whig
and subsequently Republican party.

€ business devolying upon the supreme judges, as they were required
to do cirenit duty, had go greatly increased ‘that in 1831 a partial reor-
ganization of the system !

L1 Was made and 3 fifth judicial cirenit estab]ished,
comprising the military tract, to whieh i

2 Kem.“("kia“ by birth, whoge legal career in Illinois was almost coeval wit
the existence of the State

) ; € Was a gentleman of exemplary habits, re-
fined anq industrioyg taste 8 B e
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met with an onfortunate death, 1

he either suddenly died or was

1839 by Pe:e—.: ott, one of ever graced the
Adams county bench. Judge 5 from New Jer-
gey, his native State, locating first eounty. A few
months later he removed to Quiney, w r the mext sixteen
or seventeen years. He was dinary ability an

leasure-loving nature, which +

hese traits did not, however, affect his valne on the beneh, where he made
a most excellent record. In person. Jud : '
height, powerfully built, of light eomplexi : a_bro
singularly expressive of humor. He,like Judge Ralston, was a Whig until
about 1836, when he joined the Demoeratic party, of which b i
prominent member. Retired from the bench in 1841 under the operation

pe = - 2 i 1 - sz el i
of the reorganization judiciary law, he resumed legal practice, was €lecies

= gl
o
-t‘

to the lower house of the Legislature in 1844, enlisted as 2 privaie 1o S—i
Bissell’s regiment of Illinois infantry on the outbreak of the }[ﬁexxcaz% =
soon after beeame captain, and acquired credit at the battle Of gena e
On his return home he was in 1848 elected eirenit clerk-an .rwgf I
This office he held for four years, and shortly after the expiration :

is
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} o California, wa8 there put in charge of the United States

term he W€ A : X

"el’int- and died a fo¥ YORo h:]till-le legislature, dissatisfied with the complex-
d of four judges, three Whigs

The Demveratic D compose
jon of the Sllpren:e courff 'w“}’llgr?ihh‘:?; oﬁicg by a life tenancy under the con.
and one Den;lc;gr:é-’ssion of 1840-41 reorganized the judieciary by abolishing
stitution, at dwe system mustering them all out and a.dd}mg'ﬁve judges to
She sheuni L %2 ch (ail Democrats) and imposing ecircuit court duty

the supremo v The apﬁointment from this district fell upon

dges. z
grumithn B ﬁin?ag?w%o assumed the office in 1841. Judge Douglas’ his-

Stephen R nown that it is needless to take space for its repeti-
L I‘}"is”gﬁféﬂﬁlz f: judge was popular and creditable. While not hav-
Flonbeen considered as ranking amon the leading lawyers of the State, a8
}lzr:a had been devoted more to political than to legal preferences, whatever
ttention to the profession was more

wots he may have had from this ina . e
f};g;flcatoned fgr by his acute and powerful native ability. He had several
vexatious local questions to determine, connected with the Mormons, and

the division of Adams county, which _creg.ted conflicting feeling at the
time, but on which he managed to maintain general confidence. On his
election to Congress in 1843, over O. H. Browning, after the ablest and
most closely contested Congressional canvass ever made in the State, he was
succeeded by Jesse B. Thomas, a son of the Jesse B. Thomas who was terri-
torial judge of Illinois from 1809 to 1819, one of the first two United States
senators, and the author of the famous ** Missouri Compromise.”

Judge Thomas was probably born in Indiana territory. He was a large,
plethoric man, not wanting in ability—a gentleman, and well educated,
dignified in his manner, and gave general satisfaction ; but his record was
not one of especial mark, though creditable. He was, like his predecessor.
a. Democrat in politics. Transferred after a term of two years to a northern
cireuit, he died a few years later.

His successor in 1843 was Norman H. Purple, the most superior judge
in most respects that ever ruled in this circuit, who was a striking illustra-
tion of the singular fitness that some men possess for special positions.

His rank as a lawyer was high, but his peculiar capacities were best exhib-

ited after his accession to the bench. He was pre-eminently a jurist. Well

read, possessed with a quick, clear intellect, and a cold, analytical intuition,
that could not be swerved by fancy or feeling, honorable and conscientious
as well as sagacious, he poised the scales of justice with an accurate hand.
Prompt, precise and brief in his rulings, he held
the bar in professional and its attachment in social relations.
agreeable companion, though not disposed to accepting general

vent t

cut features, and a physiognomy noticeable for th
and reserve.

The constitution of 1848 making judges elective, and the circunits being

changed at the same time, disuniting Adams and Peoria counties, Jud
Purple, whose residence had been at Peoria, declined further service on

bench in this cireuit, to the regret of the members of the bar, who compli-
mented him with a banquet on his retiracy. He was, we think, a native of
New York, and after his return to Peoria and retirement from the bench,

snccessfully resumed practice.

) ] He died some fifteen years a
His successor in 1848 was William A. Minshall, of Scﬁo

alike the confidence of
He was an
acquain-

tance. He was of tall and rather slender frame, with sharp but regularly
e expression of intellect

n.yler county,




HISTORY OF ADAMS

COUNTY.
4T

elected as the whig candidate over Will;
- ] 1
Judge MmSh"i‘ntV;'las one of the oldest lévimén R. Aicher, of Pik
than average 11te ectual strength. Jlg c)'; to o the State. of P e
riod of hfel,{vw }fhdhfl's fine native facultiés i,;? Sarbon the hench e
e had for years stood at the headpg;‘r% Y age and egy
i ¥ care.-

and when lifted to the bench maintaj i
3 Doy ined hj : ar in his o
reputation. It was his ill fortune, ag itlzvggezi‘ouﬁlyhacquiref Er::{ﬁ:tl
all the electeq ; e
udge of

that year, to enter upon judicial emj
cal strife. Previously, under th: n(]);(rileggﬁ ?;"Ctenfied by the 1
removed from Jm_medlate connection with stitution, the judic;
on the first occasion where the judicial ﬁiparty politics. W
artifsan- feeling was thrown into the Ollce was made popul
t this time, when th ton contest with th i
a , e elegtlve judiciary syste e utmost bitt,
be.}:ond the control of political interest an?l ¢ ‘? hags settled to g condits
acrimony th?‘t throughout the State atta heg 118, one can not realizl o
judicial elections. ched to and followed theg 3
Judge Minshall was a heavy-built man, ab e first
a countenance indicating solidity rather than about the medium height, with
at Rushville about twenty years since Tﬁqmckness of thought. He d;ed
Kentucky, and had resided before e ¢ a8 a mnative, we think
AT il coming to Illinois in Ohj 1k, of
ms an ancock counties being created io.
Judge Minshall was succeeded by Onias C. Ski a separate circuit in 1851
had been a prominent lawyer in Hancock ct;untmner’ who for several years
his later residence. A singular career was that yfa.rjl : equally soin Quincy,
much more 1.:han Qrdinary intellect and legal a 1(:)11: dud e Skinner. With a
education, his native force of character finall Pl'fu de, nampered by limited
fects to a_front rank amohg lawyers and ]'urigtsl teA him above earlier de-
most daring, speculative and successful litigant' th ts a lawyer he was the
Adams county bar. No stronger or more enerc,at. evelI: practiced in the
or desperate cases could be fonnd than he, A getic reliance in doubtful
excellent. On the bench his standing 0 hsi ?1 cotllilselor he was not so
roud of his position, he fully filled the requisitges. of ﬁ}lte, courteous and
a regret to the profession that on a vacancy oceurring in1 sthplace, Sl
he offered as a candidate and : e enpreme court
was elected over Stephen T. L
H. Constabie, two highl i e . s o
. y eminent lawyers— - :
the Nestor of the Illinois Bar. - the firsk named eppraettieae
As before said, Judge Skinner’s life was almost a romance. Hardly
an occupation can be named in which he had not engaged—cabin boy on
flf{nal (ll)oa.t, Salllcl)}' on the lakes, school teacher, farmer, preacher, finally set-
R;n%esg;:nt!;o is proper profession. He was a member of the House of
whgre « atives in 1848, and also of the.constltutmnal‘ convention of 1870,
- g occupied the position of chairman of the (iudiciary committee.
e was born in Oneida county, New York, and died in Quincy in 18177,

where he had resided and been conspicuous at the bar for nearly thirty
dically set in his own views, he

years. Skeptical in many things, but ra
possessed a force, energy and sagacity of character that raised him fo 2
singular eminence.

On his retirement from the bench in 1855, Joseph Sibley was elected
to succeed, and has received four subsequent elections, being mow in his
twenty-fourth year of service. Of these eleven judges who have pre-
sided " over this circuit since 1825, Judge Sibleﬁ', the present incum-
bent, is the only one living. It is only of those Who have gone that we
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iefly sketch. There were giants in those q, '8
ed to briefly s : se days g
r?fofassed away. Less learned than t]hose i‘vhr_: have tollnwed th:rg ey
nov tlel]ectual strength they were more than the peers of theiy Succnf Veu
The d framers of our great commonwealth wepe the L oSOrg,

The founders an . i ‘ho lived, str You
ardent, ambitious, adventurous men who lived, struggled ang Succecy ! ng.

their inherent resource. Scores of ]mvge‘rs’ lllf_l':}il‘igs to-day Severally éon
tain more authorities than the whole State o o el ieould ol g ﬂhgﬁ:
century since. Ienee rudimental acqmremenltl,_1ptmt1ve capacity, anq e
harpened keenness resulting from mqntnl co 151'01_1 and attentiop for he
gharp With the varied and abstruge coni;?d

i

the brilliant lawyer of early days. With ¢ - |
cations of law attaching to the interests of a populous community g o
they had but little to do, but the questions that came b‘?:fO_re them i
met and surmounted, and Illinois can ‘satel}" and with Satistaction, Sweep.
ing the dust from its earlier annals‘and ]:'?Cf'l”lllg the names of b
half forgotten, point to the same with pride and say, these were our State

framers, our early lawyers, ) :
In addition to the eleven judges above named, since the act creating
ing of the State, t}q

the Appellate Court of this State, and the redisyrict
counties of Brown, Hancock, I'ulton, Schuyler, Pike, and McDonOHg]l Sk

included in the district of which this county is a part, and the bench is
composed of three judges, J. Sibley, C. L. Higbee, and S. P, Shope being

the present members of” the bench.
THE BAR.

The members constituting the legal fraternity at Quiney have always
held a high place in the estimation of the profession, as from its earliest
fb}'matl:on, back in 1831, up to the present time, the Quiney bar has main-
tained its repuntation for superiority. The early bar included names that
have since become noted either on the bench or in the legislative halls
while the legal profession at the present day has among its members {
who%lt'le a eredit to any commu nity. & pn

Lhe first lawyer that ever maie Quiney his reside w i
querier, or Masqnerre, who came to the t}};en village Iz)(;'ea fgs I;_OIII:S]_MII_S-
about 1827 or 1898, I tory d g il S
rears were made s L0y does not record the fact that his first few
Jears were made notable by Deing overwhelmed wit} i
would seem, however, that the locati g e busqless. '
short time the bar of Quiney was ion i desu-able.one, for in a very
bers who, in prospecting c'lyecided nrfri?e? by the arrival of new mem.
year 1831 the bar wag con?},)osed of J lf[) R ]c:catmg R o

Judge of thig judicial district; Archil, I Willigne “fterward became a
lawyer of the State; Lmu's'Mq, -1.011ba.ld Williams, afterward a noted
yer in Quiney; O, {, Bmwnix;iq?v?ie]r » Who became noted as the first law-
4 statesman of national reputation - 3 1(;9 B wyer a3 well as
118 number wag auoment}ed g ni’ b ]a\'v;"er by the name of Jeftries,
to Quincy in the Jattay kel ehe arrival of Judge Young who moved
attorney of the eyt b, &, as also did Thomas Ford, then the prosecuting
bard, afterwarg e o afterward governor of the State. My Hl bg
enry Asbary and Jomes 17 i v Enpaneved to Quiney, and with

others above famed ;BOmM \ ntney, known ag ¢ Lol'd Coke.”
Stn e, AmEd, 4 the legal fraternity of Oure’ Aud the

western portion of ] pose e lega fratermty of QIIIT]C’
Fibitic 16 State. They wete : Y ard g
g C{?’, ag-'e B-A['awl'ence, afterward Silpremg elllctlis:(]ayof!l Otlilowe‘i T
0, A. Wheat, anq others of later d]ateb adeiy % i

.
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Among t > g
teide of the legal .
1;]]&11159‘1"'eE o : gal practice m !
Browning, of Quiney. As early as 1831a¥]eb?e;?e}?it:°ned Hon. 0. |
native State of
of

ck and located in ui
Kentucky to be I_)rorninent-,l}ci2 k::g% ):::,13 ;ivertrlxeglber of the bar. He
that were accustomed to make the tour .of thig 5.0 &reat intellocts
pearly oné half of the present entire State. Hiclmmt’ Wwhich includes
being established, political honor sought him. T S reputation for abilit
clected to the Illinois Senate and served four ye 0 August, 1836, he vtay
N. Bushnell arriving, he and Mr. Browniny E;,ES n that body. In 133:?
which cpntmued until th? death of Mr. Bushugeu Trjr[led a law partnershj
was again elected to the State Legislature, servin.g asna 1842 Mr. Browning
sembly- _Hf,- Tan as the Whig candidate for Con oress t‘;“imber of the Ags.
gmall majorities. » dut was defeated by
Upon the death of Senator Douglas, Mr. Brownin 3
the Governor to take.the vacant seat until a suecesaor%;::{‘g appointed by
the legislature. Atiier. leaw.ng the senate he opened a 1 be elected by
pational capital, associating himself with Senator Gowaxf' faw office at the
In 1866 when President Johnson re-organized his ca.biné)t Eennsylvania_
Browning to thg position of the Secretary of the Interior ,H 5 cal}ed Mr.
responsible position until the close of the administration'a eretained this
of its dqties with signal success. Since retiring from tﬁ;lué;{:_ng himself
lived qm?ﬂ}fz 9:; s horge in Quincy, having a large and lucrati:rgept-:?:t?: :
d ™ e.
ected a member of the last constitutional convention of Illinois,

He was €l
and by his presence and experience did his share in forming the present

consigutiog. AW

on. C. A. Warren, of Quincy, was born i :

received 2 common_-school educatioyn,. He enté?é§iwg?;gnln i%? . am(l],

| gerved his apprenticeship, and for a time worked side by side %vith go: ¢
Greeley of the N ew York 7ribune. While working at his trade Mr W?‘:f
ren con'lple_ted his legal studies, and was graduated from Transy.rlvani;
University in Kentucky, in 1834. He received his first diploma from the
Supreme Court of Ohio, and commenced the practice of law at Batavia
;n that State, with Thos. Morris (father of Hon.Jno. N. Morris, of Quiney)
afterwards U S. Senator of Obhio, for a partner. In 1836, Mr. Warren
came to Quincy, and after remaining one year, removed to Warsaw. He
returned in 1839, and formed a partnership with J. H. Ralston. He also
was in partnership with O. C. Skinner afterwards Supreme and Circuit
Judge, and also George Edmonds, Jr., of Hancock county. He served as.

prosecuting attorney, and is still carrying on his practice.
t man of the Quiney bar.

Gen. Jas. W. Singleton is another prominen
He is a native of Virginia, and early moved to Tllinois, locating in Schuyler
county. Here he practiced medicineand also devoted himselt to the study
of the law. He was elected twice to the Legislature, and also to the con-
stitutional convention in 1848. During the Mormon troubles at Nauvoo,
he was assigned by the Governor to take command of the mll}tary at that.
tisfactorily adjusted.

foint, and remained there until the troubles were 82

1 1 d at once identified himself with the
ey R e B structed the railroad from

He singly and alone con road
EY He served one fime 11 the

interests of the place. _

Camp Point to the I1linois river at Meredosf?'h T a., during the fato
= . ° _® mon "

Legislature from Adams. His mxssmnﬂf;c; rell():e - capi';al -t the request of

war is well-known, he having visited
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. f dissuading the eonfederateg from
in the hope o n 1868 he wag nomi“ated cf)'fnﬁ
or

oln, . igsi tailed.
His mission
Ill 18:8 he Was Agrs .ln

sident LincolD
ggifng.tpetsht;u}g‘gii«th Disti'ict” but _W??tf’efeated.
ress 11 by a large majo e .
ggf,ﬁnated and el?:ie%lzghnell %vas a native of G.onnectlc_ut, and radu&ted
Hon. Nt n 1835, In 1887, sfter being admitted to the pay he |
from Yale Gollegend e year formed a partnershlp with Hon. 0. H
?asted until Mr. Bushnells death. Shortly after establig), -

came to Q“’.n‘.’yl’
Browning, which he conducted, the editoral department of the wi
talentg

. 1 inC_Ys 3 1 1 1
ing l_umselfln Quin this journal he devoted his entire time and
Whig. After Iegénv%as co}]Jsidered a fine lawyer, and was a Very enerpgetj,
rering student even to the day of his death in 18%4. ;
and persevering n of Tllingig Wag

his profession.
illi . Richardson, an honored citize
x-Senator William A. Ric ) December’ oy

: unincy, where he died on the 27th of
‘aHere;gen; iiti?e Onyentucky,. be;ng borx; 111:1. Fayelitfa b oA
: liberal education for those ear y times which include a col.
He received a < s Ry

A ania University at Lexington, from wh;j
}eg_late}c:u::sa% l?;tegf' ansAyfI'tZr leaving collgge he coxppleteq tl_le study of J5y
tu(t]mnasl a(_flgmi tted to the bar. Very shortly after his admission, he came tg,
;ﬁinc‘;s and located at Shelbyville in 1831. In 1832 he volunteered iy the
Black Hawk war, serving some four months, when he removed to Rug},.
ville, the county seat of Schuyler county, Where hLe continued to regjge
Skl 1749 whesn lie vemoved to Quincy. His positions of honor ang trost
were many and include civil and military. In 1835 he was elected States
Attorney, which position he resigned in 1836 _to acecept the position of
member of the State Legislature for the county of Schuylfar to which he wag
elected. In 1838 he was elected to the State Senate, and in 1844 was presi-
dential elector. He also was elected to the legislature and chosen_ speaker,
At the commencement of the Mexican war in 1846, Mr. Richardson
raised a company in Schuyler county and was made captain. This eom.
pany joined the troops at Alton, Illinois, and was Blaced in the 1st Regi-
ment under the command of Col. J. J. Hardin. uring the war the gt

where Captain Richard.

regiment engaged in the battle of Buena Vista,
rave conduct. After returning to

son was promoted on the field for b
Illinois, Mr. Richardson was elected in 1847 to Congress, where he
continued by re-elections until 1856. Iy this latter year he resigned hig
seat in Congress to make the canvass for the gubernatorial chair of Illinois,
nsas and Nebraska bill which he

Owing to the unp
in a poll of two hundred

defended, he was defeated by four thousand votes
first and only defeat. In 1857 he was

e he found the territory in the wildest
i iminal laws. Before

leaving the territory he established f Illinois, and the
civil practice of Qhjo, In 1860 he returned to Illinois, and was re-elected
to Congress by the Quiney distriet where he served unti] elected to the
gplted States Senate to fill the unexpired term of Judgé S. A. Douglas.
fls term as senator expired ip 1863, which terminated his public services
% 2 national character, From 1865 to his death he resided at his home in
cuincy.  He was elected to the posi_tion of supervisor for the Quincy

—
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w settled forever. Senator R;
18 DOV, a9k b ichardgg
ql,est:l(; | magnemsn;,h:nmarkg) vagrerful speaker from thn v;as a
perEO A 1ways bore < personal conviet; € Iact that hig t
Inentted views and conclusions dlﬁ:erent e hiona. H state-
tolerd fal and considerate hearing. Hj; § OWn, and g)

a care he believed 18 politica]l &'ways

e e . 8 wer
that he: hEUSVEL taghE Wiy fOImdatma;x ai? th e based on
of the

then;’rinciple’ tv of intenti
e . o1 1 10N
:‘Su‘ B> Iéiglf? }irnﬂuence on thc:noﬁ?er be doubted, While iviene 2
wor 3‘11]3' h};s memory, now that hepig dg:g %:e?if’l}a of the Si::telrla] he
t(iio;ai fers and respe(\,;t‘.ed I;y his enemies. cherished by his frie:xlds ana(i
a kson Grimshaw, a nati
Hon. Jack | » @ native of Pennsylvania

1845, settlhg{:; ;ﬁePg::% 1(;%111;32 - ;;"hsv:]'f_ h};a continued to P’rgii?fetf Tlinois ig
teen -.Yeal;"m Quiney, with Hon. A l(i 'btlme h?‘ came to Quincaw for four.
aSSoCla:faI Mr Willia;n i e .1nri', 81;') ald Williams, the partnj;rshI-I € was

ing ﬁg 1ublic:ems for Congress, but was (ﬁ;er' Grimshaw was nominlal;e?%—
3231:11, e refused all po itical honors. %zteféﬁssfcebﬂlat time up to hi);
e, fn Bt Dl o BB
1869 LA ry, a goo aw unti

.~ alses and genial manner. His death yoer a“,d a man full of warm
impuiees B S o oTd Willi occurred in 1875,

Hon. Archibald Williams was born in Montgomery

June 10, 1801. Having received from his parent h} county, Kentucky,
an education, he was thrown upon his own rgsou?cesste:ﬂﬁb?t f.‘;dlments of
engaged in m?,pual labor, but being of a studious disposizi::] 1 I‘;- He({irst
his o.pportunl.tles for se]f"—cultwation, and finally turned his atgb;e all
teac_hlng. Hl_s fondn,ess for study caused him to select the law as 1111'1011 ®
fession, and his position as a lawyer in after years showed th is pro-
f his selection. He was admitted i € correctness
0 ! . mitted to the bar in Tennessee, in 1828, and
toved to Quiney in 1829. During his first six years’ practice he achieved
the highest rank as a lawyer and jurist, and as a man of spotless character.
He was elected three times to the State Legislature. In 1847 he was
selected against a Democrat, in a Democratic district, to serve in the Con-
stitutional Convention. He was twice nominated by the Whigs as their

choice for United States Senator, but the opposition being in the majority
candidate for Congress in the cam-

he was defeated. He was also a Whig
receding the birth of the Republican party, and was

paign immediately p
defeated. He-was offered a seat on the United States Supreme Bench, but
disqualified for the

refused because he felt that his advanced age made him
District Attorney

ofice. In 1849 he was appointed by President Taylor, ;
for Illinois, and in 1861 he was appointed by President Lincoln, U. 8. Dis-

trict Judge of Kansas. He was a man of strong convictions, but possessed
a great respect for others’ views and conclusions. He was generous, kind
and forgiving, while his ability as a lawyer was second to none. He died
at Quincy, Sept. 21, 1863, and leaves behind him the record of a noble and
pure life.

In the early days of the settlement of the western pa
bar and the court proceedings were n
but their good sense and quick judgment !
book knowledge. As early as 1831 the ju
part included in the district in which Chicago was

Galena district. nally made

rt of Tllinois, the
ot as well read as at the present day,
nade ample amends for lack of
dicial circuit of Quiney was 2
sitnated, and also the
the circuit to ether,

The judge and lawyers I1{1&3 Ly I eade approac i 4

whi(g}? was then performed on horseback.
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:n which court was to be held being the great ¢

to}:fghmw‘:s looked forward to by all, an afterwardg V;::v‘éfd the Seq

;Vf é-eneral conversation. Gen. John Tillson, in Speaking of th the 280

- “3
: d practice, says: Well was and is it know € ear], ireg
its members a]:!- = h. t th . n that d 3 har
the earlier periods of our State his ory, the prominence of the Qllllrmg al

itted Illinois fact

Tract, bar was an admitted act, b :
Bounty d veloped the stalwart qualities that attach to aud\%ere \y hor
needed, Co Feaits f legal excellence, as attaj . betoke,, Sit,
most complete fruition of legal exc > ained in th, Rl
study, comprehension and application of the obtuse ang limit]essgn”ﬁ“m,
les and history of that noblest portion Qfﬂ]nrmprudenceh_]and lay, Princi.

P On this broad field, years since inviting and fast ﬁllin§ With'ad
0 Ven.

immi i here existed land titles of every shg
turous immigration, where L e, affent
conflicting legislation, varying as the years, was gained the rapy trin

such as wag founq ; g

and reputation of our legal ath_]etes_—.a_n arena | o
other section of the State; and in addition to these advanta eous th&ln?
§ \

» . = 1 al v - -
of practice, the professional necessities of the bar vastly aided itg Membe,
in their advance to self-reliant supremacy. The reasons for this are “C'Vehl

usive. e
o) %:ﬁl in those past off days, dgmanded of its votaries different qnalj.
ties from now. It exacted the instincts of the smarter men, of gemiys, and
nerve and novelty. It was the intel]ectual_ over the educated that led the
van. Of books there were few. Authonmqs and precedents slumbered
not in the great handy libraries. The entire resources of the B(mnty

Tract could hardly to-day fill out the shelves of one or
el or litigation, native

library. Hence alike, whether engaged in couns ]
resources, remembrance of the past reading, but maml_){ the readiness anq
aptitude with which legal principles, drawn fg-om rudimental reading or
educed by intuition, could be applied to any interest or exigence in “the
infinite variety of human concerns,” were the only armories whence were
drawn their needed weapons of assured success.

He was a luckless lawyer who had to hunt his books to settle a sud-
denly controverted point, or answer a bewildered client’s query; and he
was a licensed champion, who, theorizing from his instored legal lore, or
instinetive acnmen, knew on the instant where best to point his thrust,
and was equally ready with every form of parry and defense. The off.
hand action and advice of such men, nerved by necessity and skilled by
contest, became of course to be regarded almost like leaves of law.

One can thus somewhat realize what keen, pliant, incisive resource
Wwas attained by such careers; how inspiring and attractive were their con-
clusions; how retined, and subtle and sharpened their intellects must have

become.
It should not be supposed that looseness, lack of accuracy or legal

formnla marked the rulings of the bench and bar. There was friendship
knew everybody. The court-

and familiarty, it is true; becanse everybody
houses were shamb]ing great log honses; their furniture, chairs and desks

—split bottomed and unplaned—would have set a modern lawyer’s feelings
on edge; but the bench was always filled with character, knowledge and
dignity, and the forensic ruling and requirement was governed by as much

Judicial preeision and professional d

the most pretentious tribunal in the land.
The bar, in those early days, was a sort of a family 1o itself. Tnmv

was mutual acquaintance. ~ A1l travelled the circuit, went to every count:

dinary lawyer's

eference as would mark the records of



HISTC
DN OB gty o e
NTY.

k, came trom all
on court wee quarters,
resenwtiggsi:o Sgtmbeu:i'izz there becauge tﬁgypt and Ggq) i
= 1;};L]ncc;'urta EY pl‘acticeﬁs’a,'ra'lwtjid7Birl1 s theg Ill‘ll?‘dhbusine;;a: g their
= i ODhse - 1 8 Tep.
o that the paucity of books deni;;a:ﬁon’ Wagga&;‘??‘rn- 3 80ome h“’cauge
€ 8tuden red myc), of %y

edg .t thei s s
Out of court their associations were |;
hey mingl i e like ¢ At
sohool. They ming ed in common; ate, (}11::]&5 adebaﬂingg I’!'a-ctitic?ner‘
» 8Bmoked. 3 Y O law
> Jokeqd aw

The judge, at the tavern, had ¢y
e Bp

together-
r,hfre was, and the lawyers bunked cozily, q
» 40zen

bus,” 88 the big, many-bedded ro
ratever of law point o Wuo
:;}S]:d, they went f(?r :llrtl, ,digzitssgg %’ieSent, ;::1]::‘13?1;; n(?r there the
her convinced or not, all knew ;Zizt:g; Wor}:ied’ fOE;?Rable, could
D when they fipgt oot 10 UNti
3 1‘

whet -
and thus struggling over these made 5 %
~Up 18sues of debat}; {‘,Bt COmmence =%
» Detame gharpeq’

b muthll attrition, the legal f .
more serious contests. Thegse la:'(;grt;iz that were Panting f,
Every man_in the county came to tow €re on exhibition a.g dOr fature anqd
were but few people in the county th D court week, if hg they ke it
eriodical time for the farmers to en, and court weel wcould_ There
the news, hear the speeches, and fo cet, Swap stories, makas the Nafural
these *tonguey fellers it is safest trm .thelr own Opinime trades, leary,
the Leglslaturg.” A pretty good ido glve business to, oras to which of
ing, of nmecessity at the county Seme&”a of how univerga] Wasv&te for for
gleaned from the fact that at the 10 those primitive g € gather.
Adams county, every man in Ad:m . ays, may he
Adams) was either on the grand or peti‘s .and Hancock (then 5 part
was, and perhaps both, under indj jury except two—and of
hey had joll : ndictment. M one of them
.T ey had jolly old times, those limbs of the ] 08t of them were voun
instinet with the very cream of zeal, enter ne law, jolly indeed. All wexgc;
to a new commaunity: and am } Pprise and originality that i
y Ong theln Jlbe est y t lnhereﬁ
repartee, and sell were tossed about like met;(-] st, and fun, and yarn, and
An amusing inecident is.told, in which tJﬁ‘lc‘slmwvers.
ney, and another member of the bar were t el_.]udge, prosecuting attor-
hile. lighting their pipes ralee g hgfwelmg over the prairie, and,
grass on fire. It spread, swept towards %hgesg y or accidentally, set the
fences and 1 - > timber, destroyed a settler’s
crosiied T};mlprm emetil]ts, and some luckless wight was indicted for the
ense. e lawyer who formed one of the traveli
. : elin
culprit. The prosecuting attorney of course had hisg dgi?ilgg tge:;g?c??mﬂ;g
the fu;tlherance of the ends of justice. The judge had the outraged inter-
. . - - . D
g:ts of a\év tcilprotect under the solemnity of his position and oath; but
i 1I'Oeqmrue all the earnest efforts of the gifted counsel, all the generous
rulings of the judge, all t}'le blundering action of the presecuting attorney,
the united sympathies in fact, of this secretly sinning legal trinity, to pre-

vent the jury from finding a verdict against the innocent accused.

ATe Toom, if gy 01 oPUted

BAR ASSOCIATION:
rmed a bar association, on January

The members of the Quincy bar fo
18, 1876, as the following wiil show:

ST‘;EE oF ILLINOIS, | oo

ams County. | & as80Ci
We, the undersigned, being citizens of the United Smte?vg?slrmgé%{;rgs tﬁ State 1?,2;
tion, not for pecuniary profit, pursuant 10 4% act of the Gene
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s Y tions,” approved Any:
L=y itled “ An Act Concerning Corpora Saalt A Rrk
IIII?‘:"S’hiﬂtt:,aftfbHowiDg is a true statement ‘(l'bf t‘hclda}n}e-or title by Whim?»ml;:ﬂ. do 4,
CRION tlu:mwn in law; the particular bum:u(,bs au(l o )cht for which jy iS for *h 88001
shall be gers, and the names of the same selected for the gy Year o?'ui:?; the
¥ EXiggeln
g,

ber of its mana .

s itle; “The Quincy Bar Association.”

» or title; ] : 1 ‘ -

o1} ﬁ’ﬁ}gu‘ﬁr business and object is, to establish and maintain tne o

2 rofession of the law, to cultivate social _]ﬂtel‘l_'lf)urs(? AMmong it mem? £

of the é)its usefulnes in promoting the due administration of justice sers, ar..l"r'a' ‘

incr g“s Number of managers, seven (7). : y
. Names of managers selected for the first year; Orv%ll,? H. Bmwning &

4. arcy, William Marsh, John H. W]llm.ms, Ira M. j!"[f)rz-l?{&anil‘ﬁl’ 3

) {Enr"

Y

rey,

Wheat, Frederick V.
Asbury. . i I1linois.
5." Location, Quincy, (Signed) JOSEPH. N ¢y
Horg §. DAVIS‘{ o, i
Rurus L. Miiipy,

S + oivi the name as 3} .

The constitation adopted, after giving A Ove, and g,

of organization, provides for membership by stating that any membei]-e:;; \
the legal profession, practicing, of good standing, in the city of QUincy
3

may become a member; by a vote of the association.

Judges of Courts of Record in Illinois, anfd members of th

i me members, without the privilege of voting. ;
Wlse’;‘fg %tﬁcers of the Association shall be a President, and a First and Second Vice Pres
members, and a Commijtter.

¢ bar of INlinois, may like.

Si-
, & secretary, a Treasurer, a Board of Managers of seven I ittee
dent, 2 T ’ fter the first election, sha]] be 31%{;3

issions to consist of seven members. The officers, a :
oo y of January in each year.
chosen under the By.

al meeting, to be held cn the second Saturda of
g m’f‘ha:%léard of Mgnagers and the Committee on Admissions first
Laws, shall divide themselves into three classes, the first to consist of three and the others
of two members each. The first class of each Committee shal_l_hold office for_ one’year: t}.
second class, two years; the third class, three years; the first annual election and every
third year thereafter shall be for three members, and all other elections shall be for twy,
members of the Board of Managers and two of the Committee on Admissions, 10 hold office

three years.
The following standing committees with their duties will explain the
rged with the duty of

workings of the association:
A committee on the amendment of the law, which shall be cha X
» and recommending such as, in their opinion,

attention to all proposed changes in the law
may be entitled to the favorable influence of this association.
harged with the duty of the observation of the

A judiciary committee, which shall be c 3
our judicial system, the collection of information, the entertaining and examina.
in the system, and of recommending, from time to

tion of projects for a change or reform in t
iati i they may deem expedient. ;
ged with the hearing of all complaints

time, to
grievances, which shall be char
so all complaints which may be made in matters

L ) the association, and al L
affecting the interests of the legal profession and the practice of the law, and the adminis-
tration of justice, and to report the same to this association, with such recommendation as

they may dee:m advisable.
gal education, which shall be charg i
propose in the system of legal education, and

and reporting what changes it is expedient to
of admission to the practice of the profession in the State of linois.

The officers are as follows:

A committee on
against members of

P?:eaz'dent._—OrviIle H. Browning.

Vzcc-Preazdents.-——Wil]iam Marsh, and Alexander E. Wheat.
Uriafognii g t‘]i!c}nzgﬂ.siOrvilg H. Browning, Alexander E. Wheat, Frederick V. Marcy,

: » 112 M. Moore, Henry Ash illi
e et ) - ary Asbury, and William Marsh.
g"reasqrer.—Jamw F. Carrott.
ommatiee on Admissions—Ira M. Moore, William G. Ewin , Albert W. Wells, Joseph

N. Carter, James F. Carrott, Rufus L. Miller, and George W. Foggg- |

——
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STANDING COMMITTEES.

__Almeron Wheat, Sen., William McFadon, and

ces—Joseph C. Thompson, Uriah H. Keatil, EndLagf:g?%%oEﬁmm’
he Law.—Hope 8. Davis, Bernard Arntzen, and Wima.myﬁ Go
—Frederick V. Marcy, William W. Berry, and Aaron MéMu:rzryt'

Judicrary-
Grievan

on Amendments of t

On Legab Hducation:
The bar associatian have the nucleus of a law library, and have
gcured from the Board of Supervisors of Adams county the use of the
: om in the new court-house. This room in future will be used as

ibrary-To : i
:?;brérv and place of meeting of the Quincy Bar Association.
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